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Youth Koori Court 

Community Panel Member Information Sheet  
 

What is the Youth Koori Court? 

The Youth Koori Court operates within the Children’s Court. The Court is available to Aboriginal 
and/or Torres Strait Islander young people who have been charged with a criminal offence and who 
choose to be part of the Youth Koori Court. 

The Youth Koori Court has the same powers as the Children’s Court but uses a different court 
process to: 

• involve the young person’s family and the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community 
in the Court process; 

• provide case management mechanisms that will facilitate greater understanding of and 
participation in the court process by the young person; 

• identify relevant risk factors that may impact on the young person’s continued involvement 
with the criminal justice system; and 

• monitor appropriate therapeutic interventions to address these risk factors. 

What are Community Panel Members? 

Community Panel Members are integral to the Youth Koori Court. They provide the social and 
cultural support necessary to assist young people to reconnect with their culture and form 
stronger bonds with their communities. 

Community Panel Members play an important role in providing advice and support however they do 
not decide on the outcome of the case, only the magistrate makes the sentencing decision. 

Who can be a Community Panel Member? 

We are looking for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community members who: 

• are respected in their community;  
• have strong cultural ties to their community; and  
• can communicate well with young people. 

What are the roles and responsibilities? 

Community Panel Members are expected to: 

1. Commence the proceedings of the Youth Koori Court for each young person by providing a 
Welcome to Country or an Acknowledgement of Country. 

2. Sit in Court with the presiding Children’s Magistrate at each stage of the Youth Koori Court 
process.   

3. Actively participate in discussions with each young person appearing before the Youth Koori 
Court. 
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4. Communicate appropriately with the young person and their family or supports.  

5. Be aware of Aboriginal specific services and support networks.  

6. Work with the young person and their family or supports to develop an appropriate Action 
and Support Plan that will help address the young person’s needs and assist them to make 
amends to the victim/society. 

7. Assist young people appearing before the Youth Koori Court to strengthen their connection 
to culture by identifying any deficiencies in their cultural knowledge and help promote pride 
in their culture and a positive identity. 

8. Provide cultural support to young people and/or their families or supports. 

9. If requested, provide assistance and advice to the presiding Children’s Magistrate on 
culture, cultural protocols and expectations. 

10. Noting that it is the responsibility of the presiding Children’s Magistrate to sentence any 
young person, the participation of the Community Panel Member in the sentencing process 
is limited to engaging in the sentencing conversation with a young person and supporting 
him or her when sentence is passed. 

11. Be a positive role model for the young person and their family or supports.  

12. Support the presiding Children’s Magistrate in meeting the time management obligations of 
the Court. The Court usually takes breaks at 11.30am for 20 minutes and 1pm to 2pm for 
lunch. The Court is expected to finish the day’s sitting by 4pm. 

13. Where requested, participate in any training or meetings organised by the Children’s Court.  

14. Maintain confidentiality of the court process.  

15. Declare any conflicts of interests that may arise.     

How can I get more information? 

If you have any questions, please contact the Youth Koori Court Liaison Officer at the relevant court: 

• Parramatta and Surry Hills: ykc@justice.nsw.gov.au or 0427 554 508 
• Dubbo: ykcdubbo@justice.nsw.gov.au or 0456 914 985 

 

 
The artwork featured in this information sheet was designed by Lauren Henry and Brittany Cochrane 
from Yirra Miya, a First Nations Creative Agency, in consultation with YKC Aboriginal Elders and the 
Children’s Court of NSW. Lauren Henry is a proud Wodi Wodi and Walbunja Person from the Yuin Nation 
and Brittany Cochrane is a proud Biripi Woman. 
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