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Acknowledgement 
of Country

Artwork

The Children’s Court of NSW acknowledges the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people 
as the Traditional Custodians of the land and their continuing connection to land, sea and 
community. The Children’s Court also pays respect to Elders past and present. 

The artwork elements featured in this Annual Review were designed by Lauren Henry and 
Brittany Cochrane from Yirra Miya, a First Nations Creative Agency, in consultation with Youth 
Koori Court Aboriginal Elders and the Children’s Court of NSW. Lauren Henry is a proud Wodi 
Wodi and Walbunja Person from the Yuin Nation and Brittany Cochrane is a proud Biripi Woman.

Element Meanings

Respect - providing a safe space for children and young people to learn to respect those 
around them as well as themselves. The child or young person accessing the court is 
represented in the centre while the outer layer represents their supports, family and 
community.

Culture - represents the importance of cultivating an environment where children and 
young people can culturally connect and learn to keep stories alive. It also represents the 
importance of meaningfully exploring cultural considerations within the court process.

Healing - water holds a healing property. To heal ourselves is to also heal our 
connections with others. The connected watering holes show that healing is not a linear 
process. The flow represents the fluidity of change, learning and growing that children, 
young people and their families go through as part of the healing process.

Meeting place - a representation that the Children's Court is a safe meeting place for 
those who walk through the court’s doors. The three connected elements reflect the 
different lands on which the Children’s Court are held and the journey children and 
young people take. They also represent connection to water (teal), country (orange) and 
the city (pink).

Family - the yarning circle represents kinship and the family connection between 
those that come in the doors of the court alongside the family they leave with. It also 
acknowledges the family atmosphere of the Children’s Court and the importance of 
making families feel welcome and safe.
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Foreword by the 

President of 
the Children’s 
Court 
The 2024 Annual Review reveals the commitment of the Children’s 
Court of NSW to responding to the needs of children, young people, 
families and communities. The Children’s Magistrates, Children’s 
Registrars, Executive team, and court staff support quality decisions 
about the care, education or adverse behaviour of children and young 
people. These decisions are important, and their impact can be felt 
over generations.

The Children’s Court maintains strong relationships with services 
that support people who are impacted by judicial decisions. Through 
working together we have a better understanding of our diverse roles 
and different perspectives. We strive for accessibility, transparency, 
consistency and accountability.

The Children’s Court conducts regular regional sittings with circuits in 
the Northern Rivers, Mid North Coast, Riverina, Western region, Illawarra 
and New England. Children’s Magistrates provide country assistance for 
Children’s Court hearings to assist regional magistrates who primarily 
preside in the Local Court. In 2024 the Children’s Court provided 
assistance in care and criminal proceedings in Katoomba, Broken Hill, 
Cowra, Cootamundra, Young, Mudgee, Gunnedah, Bathurst, Narrabri and 
case-managed proceedings in many other regional locations.  Children’s 
Registrars travelled across NSW to conduct Dispute Resolution 
Conferences. 

In February 2024, the Children’s Court added a regional circuit with the 
commencement of monthly sittings in Tamworth and Moree. There is 
an overrepresentation of Aboriginal children in the care and criminal 
jurisdictions of these courts, which the Court seeks to address through 
engagement with local services. Children’s Magistrate Paul Hayes 
presides over the circuit, bringing skills and experience developed 
through his role in the Parramatta Youth Koori Court. 

The specialist Sexual Offences list at Parramatta Children’s Court, 
developed during 2024, was presided over by Children’s Magistrate 
Richard Funston and Children’s Magistrate Alison Viney. The list 

“We are anchored 
in the common 
purpose of 
improving the 
lives of every 
child who comes 
before our court… 
and our decisions 
can shape their 
future.”

Her Honour 
Judge Nell Skinner
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encourages better communication between prosecution and defence prior to hearing. 
Communication leads to earlier resolution of charges or agreements about facts to reduce issues 
at a hearing. The objective is to ensure procedural fairness while reducing any adverse impact of 
proceedings on complainants, witnesses and defendants.

The Children’s Court met with care practitioners to discuss opportunities to improve engagement 
of parents in care proceedings. In response to concerns about the ability of parents to access 
goals outlined in the Summary of Proposed Plans, the Court initiated the Support Plan Pilot 
at Surry Hills. Parents are encouraged to attend a dispute resolution conference with the 
Children’s Registrar at an early stage of proceedings, where they have the opportunity to meet 
with caseworkers to discuss common objectives. Participants identify risk issues and the actions 
parents can take to mitigate those risks. The pilot encourages better communication between the 
Department and parents and allows parents to contribute to their own plan for improvement. The 
pilot has been extended following positive feedback from stakeholders. 

The Court maintains an excellent education program for Children’s Magistrates and Children’s 
Registrars, with monthly afternoon sessions, and s.16 conference days twice per year. In May, 
the Court met to discuss the implementation of the Active Efforts legislation, heard from a 
panel of experts in the provision of out of home care, learnt about the impact of trauma on the 
development of children, and enhanced trauma-informed court craft skills.

The second s.16 conference was an excursion to the Barang Regional Alliance on the Central 
Coast. The group visited the Bulgandry Art Site to observe ancient rock carvings. We returned 
to Barang headquarters and heard from representatives of local indigenous organisations about 
their experiences of the court and the challenges and opportunities they experience in serving 
their community. 

Our afternoon education sessions have included discussions about culturally informed practice, 
the conduct of sexual assault hearings, improving relationships for children in care, witness 
intermediaries, sentencing young offenders, understanding the role of the Children’s Guardian, 
and non-adversarial practice. These sessions were led by a variety of presenters, including 
academics, senior counsel, professors, and judicial officers.

Kevin O’Sullivan, psychologist, continues to support Children’s Magistrates and Children’s 
Registrars in monthly reflective practice sessions.  The opportunity to share experiences, 
perspectives, frustrations and joys has strengthened relationships between the registrars and 
judicial officers who manage this difficult work.

It remains a privilege to lead this jurisdiction. We are anchored in the common purpose of 
improving the lives of every child who comes before our court. We are aware that we spend a 
small but important moment with them during their lives, and our decisions can shape their 
future. Every child connects to a family and to a community, and it is an honour to contribute to a 
world in which all children, especially Aboriginal children, have cause for hope.
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I’d like to thank the Children’s Magistrates, Children’s Registrars, Rosemary, Sara, Tole, Lauren, 
Olivia, Norelle, James, all the registry staff at our specialist courts and those who manage our 
slightly different files in regional courts. None of us can do this work on our own, and it is a 
pleasure to work with you.

Her Honour Judge Nell Skinner  
President, Children’s Court of New South Wales
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Part 1
Overview of the 
Children’s Court
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The Children’s Court of NSW is a specialist court established under the Children's Court Act 1987. 
The Children’s Court is closed to the general public.

The Children’s Court deals specifically with cases across NSW involving children and young 
people according to legislation. These are cases relating to:

•	 The care and protection of children and young people under 18 years, under the Children and 
Young Persons (Care and Protection) Act 1998.

•	 Criminal cases where the defendant was under 18 years of age at the time of the alleged 
offence and under 21 at the time of charge.

•	 Traffic cases where the defendant is not old enough to hold a driver’s licence or permit, or 
where the Children’s Court is already dealing with other related criminal offences.

•	 Applications for Apprehended Violence Orders where the defendant is under 18 years of age.
•	 Applications for Compulsory Schooling Orders where a child or young person is required by 

law to attend school.
•	 Breaches of parole and in some cases the eligibility of children and young persons for release 

on parole, pursuant to the Children (Detention Centres) Act 1987.

There are four courthouses that stand alone as Children's Courts. These courthouses are located 
at Parramatta, Surry Hills, Woy Woy and Broadmeadow. The Children’s Court also sits at multi-
jurisdictional courts located at Campbelltown, Port Kembla, Sutherland, Nowra and Wyong on a 
full-time or part-time basis.

The Court conducts the following circuits in regional areas where cases are dealt with by 
specialist Children’s Magistrates:

•	 Broadmeadow / Raymond Terrace
•	 Central Coast Circuit
•	 Hunter Circuit
•	 Illawarra / Southern Highlands / Sutherland 

Circuit

•	 Mid-North Coast Circuit
•	 New England Circuit
•	 Northern Rivers Circuit
•	 Riverina Circuit
•	 Western Circuit

In rural and regional areas outside of these locations, the sittings of the Children’s Court coincide 
with the sittings of the Local Court and are conducted by Local Court Magistrates.

Jurisdiction

Court Locations and 
Regional Circuits
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President of the Children’s Court

The President of the Children’s Court is appointed under section 6A of the Children's Court Act 
1987 and must hold office as a Judge of the District Court. The current President of the Children’s 
Court is Her Honour Judge Nell Skinner. In addition to dealing with cases in the Children’s 
Court the President has responsibility for the administration of the Court including arranging 
the sittings of the Court, developing recommendations for rules in relation to the practice and 
procedure of the Court, issuing Practice Notes, overseeing the training of Children's Magistrates 
and consulting with community groups and agencies on matters involving children and the Court.

Children’s Magistrates 

Specialist Children’s Magistrates are appointed under section 7 of the Children's Court Act 1987 
for periods of up to five years. They are selected from a general pool of Magistrates appointed 
under the Local Court Act 2007 having regard to their qualifications, expertise, skills and 
experience in dealing with children, young people and their families.

In 2024, 16 full-time equivalent Magistrates served as specialist Children’s Magistrates:

His Honour Magistrate M Crompton 
(departed 15 November 2024)

Her Honour Magistrate S Duncombe 

His Honour Magistrate A Eckhold

Her Honour Magistrate N Ford 

His Honour Magistrate R Funston

His Honour Magistrate P Hayes 

Her Honour Magistrate K Hopgood 
(commenced 8 January 2024)

His Honour Magistrate M Love 
(departed 15 March 2024)

Her Honour Magistrate F McCarron

Her Honour Magistrate L McManus

Her Honour Magistrate R Richardson 
(departed 15 March 2024)

Her Honour Magistrate L Robertson 
(commenced 18 March 2024)

His Honour Magistrate A Sbrizzi

Her Honour Magistrate T Sheedy

Her Honour Magistrate C Tawagi 
(commenced 18 March 2024)

Her Honour Magistrate A Viney

His Honour Magistrate J Viney

His Honour Magistrate D Williams 

Magistrates 

Children’s Court cases are also dealt with by Local Court Magistrates in locations where a 
specialist Children’s Magistrate is not available.

Local Court Magistrates sit in the Children’s Court prior to undertaking country service. The 
Children’s Court hosted 6 rotating Magistrates from the Local Court throughout the year.

Judicial Officers
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There is a Children’s Court registry at each location where the Children’s Court sits. In some 
locations the Children’s Court registry is separate from the Local Court registry but in most 
locations, enquiries can be made within the one office.

Registrars of the Children’s Court

A Registrar of the Children’s Court is assigned for each Children’s Court registry. The Registrar 
of the Children’s Court is responsible for the daily management and administration of the Court 
registry and building including maintaining the records of the Court, issuing court documents, 
managing court staff and the premises. The Registrar of the Children’s Court also carries out 
some functions that are allowed under legislation.

Children's Registrars

Children’s Registrars are appointed under section 10A of the Children’s Court Act 1987. The main 
role of a Children’s Registrar is to conduct dispute resolution conferences in care and protection 
cases under section 65 of the Children and Young Persons (Care and Protection) Act 1998.  
Children’s Registrars may also perform functions as specified by the Children’s Court Rules 2000 
or under other legislation. 

In 2024, there were 11.4 full-time equivalent Children’s Registrars:

Nada Alamali

Mariaelena Albu

Brooke Bowman 
(on leave from August 2024)

Anne Davis

Mary Gleeson

Edwina Hunter  
(secondment from February 2024)

Joanne Lynch

Hana Marjanac

Golnaz Mojtahedi

Juliette Northcote

Caroline Stirling

Sonia Strounis

Niki Valentine

Natalee Spinks 

Court Registries
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A range of services are available at Children’s Court locations to support children and their 
families navigate the justice system, engage in programs and access support initiatives to 
address their social needs. 

Children’s Court Assistance Scheme 

The Children’s Court Assistance Scheme operates in seven Children’s Courts: Parramatta, Surry 
Hills, Campbelltown, Port Kembla, Broadmeadow, Woy Woy and Wyong.  It is a free, confidential 
support service for young people appearing in criminal matters. Trained support workers assist 
young people and their families before, during and after their court appearance by explaining 
court processes, helping them find their lawyer and linking them up with support services to help 
them address any social needs.

Aboriginal Client Service Specialists

At various Children's Courts, Aboriginal Client Service Specialists are available to assist 
Aboriginal young people, witnesses and victims of crime. This service assists in facilitating 
communication between the Court and the Aboriginal community through providing culturally 
sensitive support to Aboriginal clients who are interacting with the Children’s Courts. 

Justice Health and Forensic Mental Health Network 

The Justice Health and Forensic Mental Health Network (JH&FMHN) provides health care for 
young people in the criminal justice system. 

The JH&FMHN’s Adolescent Court and Community Team conduct mental health assessments for 
young people appearing before the Court and provide the judicial officer with a mental health 
report to help determine a young person’s eligibility for any appropriate diversionary programs. 
The JH&FMHN can also make appropriate referrals to a range of health services to help improve 
overall health outcomes.

Education Court Liaison Officers 

The Education Court Liaison Officers (ECLOs) from the Department of Education identify young 
people appearing before the Children’s Court who are not attending school and take steps to 
re-engage them in an educational option which matches their needs and abilities.  Education 
Court Liaison Officers are available at Parramatta, Surry Hills, Campbelltown, Port Kembla and 
Broadmeadow Children’s Courts.

Support Services
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Part 2
Children’s Court 
Operations
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When concerns have been raised about the care and protection of a child or young person under 
the age of 18 years, the Children's Court has jurisdiction to make court orders to ensure their 
safety, welfare and wellbeing.

Caseworkers within the Department of Communities and Justice are responsible for taking 
actions to keep children safe under the Children and Young Persons (Care and Protection) Act 1998. 
Caseworkers often work with families without taking court action. This includes undertaking 
‘active efforts’ such as facilitating access to support services to prevent a child or young person 
from entering out-of-home care. However, if it is assessed that it is no longer safe for a child 
or young person to remain living with one or both of their parents or their current carer, an 
application must be made to the Children's Court. 

Judicial officers in the Children's Court will independently assess all the facts and circumstances 
of each case and apply the law before any final decision is made. The Court must make sure that 
decisions are made in the best interests of the child or young person, with the safety, welfare and 
well-being of the child or young person as the main consideration. 

Care applications and orders

The Secretary for the Department of Communities and Justice can make an application for a 
care order or a Parent Capacity Order, requiring a parent or primary caregiver to participate in a 
program or treatment aimed to improve their parenting skills. Applications for a care order are 
usually commenced as an Application Initiating Proceedings (s61) and may include applications 
for a supervision order, a guardianship order and an order allocating parental responsibility.  The 
parties may also seek a variation or rescission of an order under s90 of the Children and Young 
Persons (Care and Protection) Act 1998 after the Children’s Court has made a care order.  

During 2024, 1,760 applications of these types were filed, and 1,698 were finalised.

2020 - 2024 Workload Trends

Care and Protection 

Care and Protection

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Lodgements

Finalisations

Children’s Court of New South Wales • Annual Review 2024
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2020 - 2024 Workload Trends (continued)

Care and Protection 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Lodgements

Application Initiating Care Proceedings (s61) 1,776  1,726  1,527  1,273  1,242 

Application for Rescission/Variation of Care Order (s90)  1,095  1,063  805  632  510 

Application for Parent Capacity Order (s91B(a))  13  18  1  0    8 

TOTAL 2,884 2,807 2,333 1,905 1,760

Finalisations

Application Initiating Care Proceedings (s61) 1,585 1,477 1,479 1,553 1,224

Application for Rescission/Variation of Care Order (s90) 745 750 642 619 466

Application for Parent Capacity Order (s91B(a)) 8 3 6 1 8

TOTAL 2,338 2,230 2,127 2,173 1,698

Care and Protection 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Time to finalisation

Application Initiating Care 
Proceedings (s61)

< 9 months 637 557 370 344 245

9 – 12 months 379  324  297  303  210 

>12 months 569  596  812  906  769 

Application for Rescission/
Variation of Care Order (s90)

< 9 months 589 605 450 435 301

9 – 12 months 60  56  77  59  47 

>12 months 96  89  115  125  118 

Application for Parent 
Capacity Order (s91B(a))

< 9 months 8 3 1 - 8

9 – 12 months -    -    5  - -

>12 months -    -    -    1 -

Note: Count is by child/young person. Care data reported for 2024 may not be directly comparable to previous years 
due to a change in calculation methodology.

Note: Count is by child/young person. Care data reported for 2024 may not be directly comparable to previous years 
due to a change in calculation methodology.

Timeliness

In the care and protection jurisdiction, the Court aims to deal with 90% of cases within 9 months 
and 100% of cases within 12 months.

In 2024, 48% of these application types were completed within 12 months of commencement.
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2024 Care and Protection - Other applications and ancillary proceedings

Care and Protection Lodgements

Application for Assessment Order 147

Care Plan (s38(1)) 1

Care Plan (s38(2) or (3)) 8

Application for Registration of an Interstate Child Protection Order in NSW 16

Application for Registration of an Interstate Child Protection Proceeding in NSW 0

Notice of removal or assumption of a child or young person where no court order is required 26

Notification of Breach of Undertakings 8

Application (other than form 1) - Costs 0

Application (other than form 1) - Extension of Supervision 9

Application (other than form 1) - Guardian Ad Litem 3

Application (other than form 1) - Joinder 52

Application (other than form 1) - Order for Alternative Parenting Plan 1

Application (other than form 1) – Other* 171

Application for Contact Orders 3

Breach of Contract 45

Notification of Breach of Prohibition Order 0

Contact Variation Agreement 0

Application for Variation or Revocation of Parent Capacity Orders 3

Application to Transfer Child Protection Order from NSW to another Jurisdiction 4

Application to Transfer Child Protection Proceeding from NSW to another Jurisdiction 0

Parent Responsibility Contract 16

Receive Section 76 Report 490

Receive Section 82 Report 2381

Note: Count is by child/young person.

*Other applications may include applications for airport watch orders, review of temporary care arrangements 
s152(6) and other interlocutory orders.
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Specialist 
Processes in 
Care and Protection
Winha-nga-nha List 

The Winha-nga-nha List is a dedicated court list for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander families 
involved in care and protection proceedings at Dubbo Children’s Court. The Winha-nga-nha List 
commenced on 4 September 2023 following a co-design process with Aboriginal community 
representatives and key stakeholders in response to recommendation 125 of the Family is Culture 
Review Report 2019.  

The Winha-nga-nha List aims to:

•	 ensure that cultural considerations are meaningfully explored in the court process, 
•	 improve outcomes for Aboriginal and or Torres Strait Islander children in care proceedings, 
•	 increase participation of parents and, where appropriate, children in the court process, 
•	 improve the engagement of family members and their community with the 

Children’s Court, and 
•	 improve confidence and connection with the court system by improving transparency of the 

court process.

Families involved in the list are welcome to invite extended family, Aboriginal Elders, respected 
community members and/or other support people to attend court with them.  An Aboriginal Court 
Liaison Officer and Aboriginal staff are also available to assist families.

During 2024, there were 36 matters listed in the Winha-nga-nha List and 123 
appearances recorded.

Children’s Court Clinic

The Children’s Court Clinic (the Clinic) was established under section 15B of the Children’s Court 
Act 1987 to provide the Children’s Court with independent specialist advice in care and protection 
matters. The Clinic is independent of the Court, the Department of Communities and Justice and 
the legal profession. 

The Clinic engages professionals known as Authorised Clinicians with specific expertise in 
psychiatry, psychology and social work to conduct assessments and prepare clinical 
reports regarding:

•	 children and young persons, and/or
•	 the capacity of parents and others to carry out parental responsibility. 
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Assessments are conducted after meeting and listening to children, their parents and other 
family members, in addition to reading material filed in the case. Reports are provided to the 
Court that ordered the assessment and the judicial officer will determine whether the report 
should be released to all the parties. 

In 2024, 312 assessment orders were made including initial and subsequent orders. 

Dispute Resolution Conferences

Dispute Resolution Conferences (DRCs) were introduced by the Children’s Court in 2011 as a form 
of alternative dispute resolution for matters in the Court’s care and protection jurisdiction.  

DRCs are convened by a Children’s Registrar pursuant to section 65 of the Children and Young 
Persons (Care and Protection) Act 1998. Children’s Registrars are both legally qualified and trained 
mediators. The conferences are based on a conciliation model which means the Children’s 
Registrars have both an advisory and a facilitative role. 

DRCs take place in an informal, non-adversarial and confidential environment where parties are 
encouraged to have an honest discussion about action that should be taken in the best interests 
of the child or young person. With the assistance of the Children’s Registrar, the parties are 
encouraged to narrow the issues in dispute, consider options and try to reach an agreement 
which is in the best interests of the child or young person. 

Matters may be referred to a DRC by a judicial officer or a Children’s Registrar, at the request of a 
party or on the Court’s own motion. 

Children’s Registrars routinely travel across the state to convene DRCs where a Children’s 
Registrar is not available at that location.

In 2024, 978 DRCs were conducted.

Outcomes of Dispute Resolution Conferences in 2024

All of the issues in the dispute were resolved (33%)
Some issues in the dispute were resolved (58%)
None of the issues were resolved (9%) 
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The Children’s Court determines criminal charges against children who are over 10 and under 
18 years of age at the time the offence was allegedly committed. The Children’s Court criminal 
jurisdiction also deals with traffic cases where a defendant is not old enough to hold a licence or 
where the Court is dealing with related charges and applications relating to criminal cases, such 
as applications for forensic procedures and parole cases.

2020 - 2024 Workload Trends

In 2024, 33,103 criminal matters (excluding Apprehended Violence Orders) commenced, a 
3.8% increase from 2023.

Crime

Crime - Lodgements

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
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Crime 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Lodgements

New Offences 24,787 23,632 25,392 28,442 28,333 

Reactivated Proceedings* 4,453  3,917  3,871  3,438  4,770 

TOTAL 29,240 27,549 29,263 31,880 33,103

Note: Count is by number of offences (proceedings).

* Reactivated Proceedings include arrest warrants executed or revoked, relisted after mental health orders made, 
breach of community-based orders, annulment applications, sentencing corrections, and other miscellaneous orders 
and applications.
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Timeliness

In the criminal jurisdiction the Court aims to deal with 90% of cases within 6 months and 100% of 
cases within 12 months.

In 2024,

76% of matters were completed 
within 6 months of commencement

95% of matters were completed 
within 12 months of commencement

In 2023,

79% of matters were completed 
within 6 months of commencement

97% of matters were completed  
within 12 months of commencement

Crime 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Time to finalisation

Offences

< 6 months 17,689 17,177 17,819 20,146 25,592 

6 – 12 months 5,569  5,495  5,838  4,532  6,416 

>12 months 1,269  1,233  1,515  867  1,839 

Note: Count is by number of offences (proceedings).
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Specialist 
Processes in Crime
Parole

The Children’s Court hears and makes decisions regarding breaches of parole by young people. 
It can also decide when to release a person who is serving a sentence of greater than three years 
in a detention centre. These powers can only be exercised by Children's Magistrates and not by 
other magistrates. Parole matters are only dealt with at Parramatta Children’s Court.

When a breach of parole is reported, the Children’s Magistrate will decide either to: 

•	 Take no action
•	 Send a warning letter reminding the young person of the need to comply with their 

parole conditions
•	 Decide that it appears that parole has been breached and that the young person should come 

to court for a hearing to determine whether the parole has been breached, and if so, what 
action should be taken. 

In 2024, there were 102 parole cases reviewed by the Children’s Court parole jurisdiction.

Youth Justice Conferences

The Children’s Court may refer a child or young person for a Youth Justice Conference (YJC), 
pursuant to the Young Offenders Act 1997. This referral is dependent on factors including the type 
of offence/s committed. YJCs aim to assist the young person in accepting accountability for their 
actions and prevent future offending. The conference is generally attended by the child/young 
person, their families, support persons, victims, police and the child’s lawyer.

During a Youth Justice Conference, the participants will discuss the young person’s actions and 
its impact on the victim, in addition to developing a suitable outcome plan that the young person 
will undertake. The outcome plan includes actionable steps such as participation in an education 
or counselling program.

The agreed outcome plan is then referred to the Children’s Court where it is accepted, rejected 
or returned for amendments. When the plan is accepted by the Court and the young person 
satisfactorily completes the requirements of the plan, the Children’s Court will take no 
further action. 

Where participants are unable to agree to an outcome plan or the young person fails to complete 
the outcome plan, the matter is returned to the Children’s Court where the proceedings 
will continue.
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Youth Koori Court 

The Youth Koori Court was established in response to the significant over-representation of 
Aboriginal young people in the criminal justice system. 

The Youth Koori Court operates within the Children’s Court and sits at Parramatta, Surry Hills and 
Dubbo Children’s Courts. The Court is available to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander young 
people who have pleaded guilty or have been found guilty of a criminal offence and who choose 
to be part of the Youth Koori Court process.

The Youth Koori Court uses a deferred sentence model to better involve Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander young people, their families, and the broader Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
community in the court process.

With the assistance of elders and other respected people from Aboriginal or Torres Strait 
Islander communities, the Youth Koori Court seeks to identify risk factors, such as homelessness, 
disengagement from education, drug and alcohol issues or other health issues, that may be 
impacting on the young person’s involvement with the criminal justice system.

An Action and Support Plan is developed to help the young person further develop their 
relationship with their culture and community and address any risk factors that may impact 
their continued involvement in the criminal justice system. The implementation of the Action 
and Support Plan is monitored by the Youth Koori Court over a period of months and the young 
person is required to come back to court several times.

At the end of the process the judicial officer sentences the young person taking into 
consideration the steps the young person has taken to follow their Action and Support Plan.

In 2024,

Youth Koori Court Community Panel Members

Community Panel Members are respected Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community 
members who provide the social and cultural support necessary to assist young people 
reconnect with their culture and form stronger bonds with their communities. They also provide 
cultural advice to the Youth Koori Court Magistrates and the Children’s Court. Community Panel 
Members do not decide on the outcome of the case, only the magistrate makes the sentencing 
decision. 

In 2024, there were 31 Community Panel Members engaged with the Children’s Court across 
Parramatta, Surry Hills and Dubbo.

31 26 18
Young people were 
referred to the Youth Koori 
Court.

Young people were 
admitted to the Youth 
Koori Court.

Young people graduated 
from the Youth Koori Court.
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Apprehended Violence Orders (AVOs) are orders that a court makes to protect people. The 
Children's Court deals with AVOs where the defendant is under 18 years at the time the 
application is made. In most cases, these applications are brought by police. 

There are two types of Apprehended Violence Orders (AVOs):

•	 Apprehended Domestic Violence Orders
•	 Apprehended Personal Violence Orders

The type of Apprehended Violence Order depends on the nature of the relationship between 
the parties involved. Applications for variation or revocation of apprehended violence orders can 
also be made to the court by a police officer or interested party, as defined by s72 of the Crimes 
(Domestic and Personal) Violence Act 2007.

2020 - 2024 Workload Trends

In 2024, 4,555 apprehended violence order proceedings commenced, a 6.9% increase from 
2023.  Of the applications lodged in 2024, 79% were domestic-related.

Apprehended 
Viiolence Orders

Apprehended Domestic Violence Orders – Lodgements

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
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Note: Lodgements include applications to vary/revoke domestic violence orders.
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2020 - 2024 Workload Trends (continued)

Apprehended Violence Orders 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Lodgements

PERSONAL

Application for Personal Violence Order 880 891 904 964 971

Application to vary/revoke Personal Violence Order 2 2 2 5 1

TOTAL 882 893 906 969 972

Note: Count is by case number.

Note: Count is by case number.

Note: Lodgements include applications to vary/revoke personal violence orders.

Apprehended Personal Violence Orders – Lodgements

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
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Apprehended Violence Orders 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Lodgements

DOMESTIC

Application for Domestic Violence Order 2,783 2,973  3,185  3,274  3,576

Application to vary/revoke Domestic Violence Order 28 24 21 18 7

TOTAL 2,811 2,997 3,206 3,292 3,583
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Timeliness

In 2024,

Domestic

93% of matters were completed within 12 
months of commencement.

Personal

87% of matters were completed  
within 12 months of commencement.

< 6 months 6 - 12 months > 12 months

Apprehended Violence Orders 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Time to finalisation

DOMESTIC
(Application for Domestic 
Violence Order)

< 6 months 1,113 1,303 1,342 1,549  1,179 

6 – 12 months 1,258 1,376 1,446  1,550  1,983 

>12 months  224  249  253  258  238 

PERSONAL
(Application for Personal 
Violence Order)

< 6 months 299  315  249  365  236 

6 – 12 months  427  455  435  502  577 

>12 months  105  113  164  162  120 
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In NSW, all children between the ages of 6 and 17 must receive schooling. Where a child’s school 
attendance is not satisfactory, under the Education Act 1990 the Secretary of the Department of 
Education may apply to the Children's Court for an order that:

•	 requires a parent of a child to ensure that the child receives compulsory schooling, or 
•	 requires a child to engage in compulsory schooling where the child is of or above the age of 

12 years, and the Children's Court is satisfied that the child is living independently of his or her 
parents or that (because of the child's disobedience) the parents are not able to cause the child 
to receive compulsory schooling.

2020 - 2024 Workload Trends

In 2024, 311 compulsory schooling order applications commenced, an 8.8% decrease 
from 2023.

Compulsory 
Schooling Orders

Compulsory Schooling Orders 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Lodgements

Application for compulsory schooling order 211 177 194 341 311

Note: Count is by case number. Excludes reactivations.

Compulsory Schooling Orders - Lodgements

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
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Compulsory Schooling Orders 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Time to finalisation

Application for compulsory 
schooling order

< 6 months 74 96 66 144 157

6 – 12 months 102 68 60 98 95

>12 months 44 34 37 29 23

Note: Count is by case number. Excludes reactivations.

Timeliness

In 2024,

92% of compulsory schooling orders were finalised within 12 months of the initiation of the 
proceedings in the Court.

Compulsory Schooling Conferences

The Children's Court may require a parent and/or a child to attend a conference with other 
relevant persons to:

•	 identify and resolve issues leading to non-attendance,
•	 locate services that could assist the young person to attend school, and/or
•	 propose undertakings and orders for consideration of the Children's Court.

The conference may be conducted by a Children's Registrar or by a person arranged by the 
Department of Education.

In 2024, 162 conferences were conducted by Children’s Registrars in six locations across New 
South Wales.

< 6 months
6 - 12 months
> 12 months
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Part 3
2024 Children’s 
Court Initiatives 
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New England Circuit

The Children’s Court commenced a new Children’s Court Circuit in the New England Region on 
19 February 2024. The New England Circuit sits at Tamworth and Moree courts the third week of 
each month. 

Sexual Offences List 

The Sexual Offences List continued at Parramatta Children’s Court following a successful pilot in 
2023. The list was also expanded to Surry Hills Children’s Court in April 2024.

The Sexual Offences List aims to improve the court experience of complainants and defendants 
in sexual offence proceedings, improve the efficiency of the court process through effective 
case-management, improve communication between the Court and stakeholders, and ensure 
that participants are treated in a trauma-informed manner. The pilot also encourages early guilty 
pleas, realistic hearing dates, and the continuity of practitioners, prosecutors and magistrates.

Support Plan Conference Pilot

Surry Hills Children’s Court began conducting a pilot of Support Plan Conferences from May 
2024, in accordance with Practice Note 19. 

A Support Plan Conference (SPC) is an early Dispute Resolution Conference (DRC) which is 
held within six weeks of the commencement of a care proceeding. One of the aims of this 
additional conference is to develop a support plan for the parties to implement for the rest of the 
proceedings. By engaging parties earlier in the proceedings, the pilot’s objective is to understand 
whether early-stage conciliation can result in greater party participation. 

During a Support Plan Conference, the parties are assisted by a Children’s Registrar in 
developing a support plan to address the identified issues in the proceedings. This involves 
assisting parties in reaching agreement on areas including the risk and safety concerns for the 
child, contact arrangements between families and cultural planning. The support plan outlines 
the responsibilities of a parent or carer in addressing the risks, in addition to the services and 
programs available to support the families.

In 2024, 43 support plan conferences were held at Surry Hills Children’s Court.

This pilot has been extended until October 2025.
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Book Library

A range of children’s and young adult books were donated by Tara Anglican School for Girls 
Before and After School Care. The books have been added to the Book Library displayed in the 
public foyer area of Parramatta Children’s Court. 

Sensory Toys

Attending court can involve lengthy waiting periods, unpredictability and uncertainty which can 
be anxiety producing for the child/young person. Parramatta Children’s Court has begun trialling 
the use of sensory tools that cater for different sensory preferences, including fidget and 
weighted toys, to increase concentration and reduce anxiety. This initiative will be expanded to 
other Children’s Court locations in 2025.

Olga Quevedo, Acting Registrar, Parramatta Children’s Court, Amy Vogels, Educator from Tara Before and After 
School Care and Rosemary Davidson, Executive Officer, Children’s Court with the books donated by Tara 
Anglican School for Girls Before and After School Care.

Some of the fidget and weighted sensory toys that are being trialled at Parramatta Children’s Court.
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Part 4
Legal Education 
and Engagement in 
the Community
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A Youth Koori Court training day was held at Surry Hills Children’s Court on 1 February 2024. Over 
30 participants attended the workshop including Community Panel Members, support agencies, 
legal practitioners and staff from Parramatta and Surry Hills Children’s Court. 

Participants engaged in a Dadirri (da-did-ee) cultural workshop, a simulation of a Youth Koori 
Court sitting and stakeholder discussions around working with Young People.

Lee Couch guided the group through the spiritual practice of deep listening (dadirri) and cultural 
meditation, allowing participants to gain a deeper awareness of connections with the land.

Magistrate Duncombe led a session about the Youth Koori Court, the process and the roles 
of those involved in the sittings. Representatives from the Aboriginal Services Unit and Youth 
Justice spoke about the importance of working with Young People and assisting them in 
engaging in community programs and services.

Participants had the opportunity to gain a better understanding of the Youth Koori Court and to 
have a yarn with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Community Panel Members who work and 
support the Children’s Court.

Youth Koori Court 
Training Day

Participants engaging in workshops during the Youth Koori Court training day, 1 February 2024.
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Cultural Awareness 
Registry Training 
On Friday 1 November 2024, the Parramatta and Surry Hills Children’s Court registries took part 
in cultural awareness training lead by Uncle Dean and Aunty Calita. This training took place at 
Parramatta Park allowing participants to engage in a hands-on experience of Aboriginal history. 
Uncle Dean guided the group throughout the park, highlighting the interconnections between 
the land and history. 

The group explored the concept of ‘connections’; using string to create intertwined webs that 
represented links participants had with one another. These webs became a visual representation 
of Aboriginal culture and community. Aunty Calita then recounted the events of colonisation 
within Australia as Uncle Dean began cutting the connected strings, leaving each participant 
disconnected from those around them. This experience demonstrated the impact of colonisation 
on Indigenous culture and created an opportunity for discussion on how these connections are 
being rebuilt. 

Aunty Calita and Uncle Dean freely shared their Indigenous culture; creating a space for 
conversation as participants learnt about ‘Spirit’, the connection to the land ‘Mother earth, Father 
sky, grandmother moon and grandfather sun’ and the importance that ‘energy’ and ‘respect’ hold.

Uncle Dean explaining the importance of the land and its connection to Aboriginal history.
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Uncle Dean demonstrating the connections lost through cutting the strings connecting each participant. 
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Children’s Court judicial officers update their legal knowledge and skills by attending 
conferences, presentations and workshops. The educational programs undertaken by judicial 
officers in 2024 are outlined below.

Section 16 Meetings 

The President of the Children’s Court convened two section 16 meetings during the year in 
accordance with section 16(1)(c) of the Children’s Court Act 1987 (NSW). The section 16 meetings 
are attended by the President of the Children’s Court, Children’s Magistrates, Children’s 
Registrars and members of the Children’s Court Executive Office.

The first section 16 meeting was held on 3 May 2024 at the Judicial Commission Headquarters. 

The day involved the following four sessions:

•	 Out of Home Care 
Jarrod Wheatley, Dr Rosa Flaherty, Claire Robbs and Dr Judy Cashmore A O

•	 Childhood Trauma Panel 
Dr Shanti Raman, PhD, FRA CP

•	 Trauma Informed Court 
Robert Benjamin AM SC and Michelle Benjamin

•	 Active Efforts 
Belinda Edwards, Claire Beattie and Louise Coady

The second section 16 meeting was held on 1 November 2024 at the Barang Regional Alliance. 
The day involved cultural learning sessions and discussions about the Central Coast Aboriginal 
Community, and the role of the Children's Court in Closing the Gap.  

The day also involved a visit to Bulgandry Aboriginal Place, one of very few places that has a 
carving or picture of Baiyami, spirit creator from the dreamtime. The site also includes engravings 
of kangaroos, fish, a dolphin, a canoe and a bird. 

Other Judicial Conferences

Judicial officers attended a number of other conferences in 2024 including:

•	 Local Court Metropolitan Education Session 1, 11-15 February 2024
•	 Southern Regional Conference, 6-8 March 2024
•	 Northern Regional Conference, 20-22 March 2024 
•	 Local Court Annual Conference, 26-28 May 2024
•	 Local Court Metropolitan Education Session 2, 11-15 November 2024

Judicial Education 
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Judicial Officer Education Sessions

Judicial officers attended several education sessions organised by the Children’s Court in 2024 
including:

•	 Presentation by Justice Yehia and Justice Dhanji about Supreme Court Bail and Sentencing 
Young Offenders, 6 March 2024

•	 Presentation by Steve Kinmond about The Children's Guardian, 30 July 2024
•	 Presentation by Dr Helen Paterson about Witness Memory, 9 September 2024
•	 Presentation by Julia Quilter about Evidence and directions in sexual assault hearings, 23 

September 2024

Children’s Registrars Education and Conferences

In addition to the Section 16 meetings, the Children’s Registrars also attend various conferences 
and meetings to maintain their knowledge and skills. In 2024, several Children’s Registrars 
attended and facilitated workshops at the Legal Aid NSW Family Law and Care & Protection 
Conference.

Children’s Magistrates and Children’s Registrars at Bulgandry Aboriginal Place
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Engraving of a woman and a kangaroo at Bulgandry Aboriginal Place
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In addition to tailored legal education, there are a range of resources available to judicial officers 
to promote professional development and support judicial decision-making. 

Children’s Court Resource Handbook 

The Children’s Court Resource Handbook is a valuable online tool designed to provide guidance 
to judicial officers in relation to matters within the Court’s jurisdiction. 

The Children’s Court Resource Handbook provides information about practices, procedures 
and policies that impact the children, young people, families and carers who appear before the 
court. It also provides articles, checklists, summaries and references to relevant case law and 
legislation.

The Children’s Court continues to work in collaboration with the Judicial Commission of NSW to 
ensure that the Children’s Court Resource Handbook is regularly updated to reflect legislative 
changes and developments.

Judicial Information Research System (JIRS) Database 

Judicial officers have a number of resources available to them via the JIRS database which 
is updated on a regular basis. These resources include topic-based videos and recordings of 
education sessions, podcasts, bench books and other research tools. 

Children’s Law News (CLN)

Published on the Children’s Court website, the CLN is a regular online publication which alerts 
legal practitioners and other interested persons of important cases and papers considered to be 
relevant to the Children's Court.

Electronic Diary (eDiary) Pilot Project 

Parramatta Children’s Court was chosen as a location to participate in the eDiary Pilot Project 
which commenced in August 2024. The eDiary is an electronic diary which replaces the paper-
based diaries used to allocate time for Dispute Resolution Conferences and hearings in courts. 
The eDiary assists the Judiciary, Children’s Registrars and registry users to better streamline and 
organise their day-to-day operations. 

Resources for 
Judicial Officers
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Membership of Organisations

•	 Member, NSW Police Aboriginal Strategic Advisory Council (PASAC)
•	 Member, Short-Term Remand Project 
•	 Member, Close the Gap Target 11 Workshop
•	 Member, Aboriginal Justice and Partnership Committee (AJPC)
•	 Member, Judicial Council on Diversity and Inclusion 
•	 Member, Diversity & Inclusion Justice Network 
•	 Member, Youth Justice Advisory Committee (YJAC)

Her Honour Judge Nell Skinner,

President of the 
Children’s Court

President's Engagements

February 

•	 Presentation: Absec Quarterly Sector Forum, 
Facilitated Q&A, ‘Active Efforts in the 
Children’s Court’

•	 Workshop: Uniting for Youth: Collaborative 
Pathways to Better Outcomes, Lismore 

•	 Workshop: Behind the Blue, Goulburn 
Police Academy 

•	 Presentation: Goulburn Police Academy, 
‘Presentation to Police Academy Graduates’

March

•	 Presentation: Substance Use in Pregnancy and 
Parenting Conference  

•	 Presentation: Southern Regional Conference, 
‘Contemporary Issues in The Children's Court’ 

•	 Event: Launch of the NSW Women’s Safety 
Commissioner’s Strategic Plan 2024 – 2027

•	 Presentation: Teacher's Regional Conference, ‘How 
schools respond to offending behaviour before 
during and after Court proceedings’ 

•	 Presentation: Northern Regional Conference, 
‘Contemporary Issues in The Children's Court’ 

•	 Presentation: Legal Studies Association NSW 
Annual Conference, ‘The View from the 
Children’s Court’

April

•	 Conference: District Court Conference 
•	 Conference: National Judicial College of Australia, 

‘How Will Artificial Intelligence Affect the Role of 
the Australian Judicial Officer?’

May

•	 Presentation: Gosford High School, Year 12 Legal 
Studies Class 

•	 Conference: National Judicial College of Australia, 
‘Effective Judicial Presentations’ 

•	 Workshop: Uniting for Youth: Collaborative 
Pathways for Better Outcomes, Tamworth

•	 Workshop: Uniting for Youth: Collaborative 
Pathways for Better Outcomes, Moree 

June

•	 Consultation: Youth Consult for Change (UC 
Change), ‘Consultation with the Children’s Court’ 

•	 Program Tour: Ted Noffs Foundation 
•	 Roundtable Discussion: Association of Children’s 

Welfare Agencies (ACWA), ‘Residential 
Care Perspectives’ 

•	 Chairperson: Association of Children’s Welfare 
Agencies (ACWA) Conference, ‘Children’s Court 
President’s Panel’
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•	 Panel Discussion: Legal Aid NSW, Young 
Professionals Network Event

•	 Presentation: Independent Assessor Panel 
Professional Development Committee, Court 
Report Training 

•	 Presentation: Goulburn Police Academy, 
‘Presentation to Police Academy Graduates’

•	 Panel Discussion: Supreme Court Seminar, 
Belonging and Connection: Family, Kin, Community 
and Country in outcomes for Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Children, ‘Approaches and 
perspectives from the Bench’

•	 Conference: Local Court Annual Conference 
•	 Panel Discussion: NSW Police Force Domestic and 

Family Violence Registry, Coercive Control: The 
Silent Crime, ‘Expert Panel’

•	 Roundtable Discussion: eSafety Commission, 
National Youth Crime Online Roundtable

July 

•	 Panel Discussion: UNSW, ‘Access to Justice as 
Leadership’

•	 Courts Roadshow: Parramatta Children’s Court Visit 
from CLCNSW Cadets

•	 Planning Session: Youth Justice Ministerial Planning 
Session, Parliament of NSW

August 

•	 Zoom Discussion: The Children’s Court and 
Indigenous Child Rights – Dr Francesca Dominello, 
Macquarie University

•	 Presentation: Career Seminar Series, ‘Children and 
the Law’, Western Sydney University 

•	 Presentation: Keynote Speaker, Legal Aid NSW 
Family Law and Care & Protection Conference

September

•	 Presentation: ‘Crime, Technology and Young 
People’, Annual Information Night, Legal Studies 
Association of NSW 

•	 Roundtable Discussion: Problematic and Harmful 
Sexual Behaviours Safety Planning Roundtable, 
SCHN Children and Young People’s Sexual Safety 
Team, Westmead Hospital

•	 Presentation: Magistrate’s Orientation Class of 
2024, Kiama 

October 

•	 Discussion: ‘Short Term Remand’ – ALS Bail 
Advocacy Program Talk

November

•	 Presentation: ‘Women’s High Performers’ Program’, 
State Crime Command

•	 Workshop: ‘Your Voice: Children’s OOHC Advocacy 
Series’, Legal Aid

•	 Discussion: National Council of Juvenile and Family 
Court Judges: A Proposal for an Australian Council

•	 Event: Office of the Advocate for Children and 
Young People Breakfast Event 

•	 Presentation: Richmond Police Leadership Centre
•	 Meeting: Heads of Jurisdiction Meeting, Brisbane 
•	 Presentation: PCYC Strategy Day 
•	 Meeting: Diversity & Inclusion Justice Network 

Biannual Meeting, Hobart 
•	 Meeting: Judicial Council on Diversity and Inclusion 

Biannual Meeting, Hobart

December 

•	 Summit: NSW Drug Summit, Sydney 
•	 Presentation: Goulburn Police Academy, 

‘Presentation to Police Academy Graduates’
•	 Meeting: Police Aboriginal Strategic Advisory 

Council (PASAC) 
•	 Meeting: Short-term Remand Project Steering 

Committee Meeting 
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Children’s 
Magistrates and 
Children’s Registrars 
His Honour
Magistrate Michael Crompton

•	 Member, Children’s Court Advisory Committee
•	 Member, Youth Koori Court Working Party

Her Honour
Magistrate Sue Duncombe

•	 Member, First Nations Committee
•	 Member, Ngara Yura Committee 
•	 Member, Youth Koori Court Working Party
•	 Member, Winha-nga-nha List Working Group
•	 Presentation: 2nd National Indigenous Justice 

Forum, Brisbane on Youth Koori Court and Winha-
nga-nha list

His Honour
Magistrate Andrew Eckhold 

•	 Speaker, Orana Law Society

Her Honour 
Magistrate Nicole Ford

•	 Member, Children’s Court Publications Committee

His Honour 
Magistrate Richard Funston

•	 Member, First Nations Committee
•	 Member, Ngara Yura Committee 
•	 Member, Children’s Court Education Committee 
•	 Member, Youth Koori Court Working Party
•	 Member, Winha-nga-nha List Working Group

His Honour 
Magistrate Paul Hayes

•	 Member, Bugmy Bar Book Committee
•	 Member, Magistrate’s Association
•	 Member, Children’s Court Education Committee
•	 Member, Children’s Law News Editorial Committee
•	 Member, Children’s Court Publications Committee
•	 Member, Youth Koori Court Working Party 
•	 Presentation: Determining Paroles for 

Young Offenders
•	 Presentation: Keynote Speaker, Legal Aid NSW 

Family Law and Care & Protection Conference

Her Honour 
Magistrate Louise McManus

•	 Member, Youth Koori Court Working Party

His Honour 
Magistrate Albert Sbrizzi

•	 Member, Children’s Law News Editorial Committee
•	 Member, Children’s Court Publications Committee

Her Honour 
Magistrate Tracy Sheedy

•	 Member, Children’s Court Education Committee

His Honour 
Magistrate David Williams

•	 Member, Children’s Court Education Committee
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Golnaz Mojtahedi

•	 Member, Law Society of NSW Children's Legal 
Issues Committee

•	 Member, Children’s Court Advisory Committee 
•	 Member, Children’s Court Education Committee
•	 Member, Children’s Court Care Working Party
•	 Member, Children’s Law News Editorial Committee

Brooke Bowman

•	 Member, Winha-nga-nha List Working Group

Mary Gleeson

•	 Member, Winha-nga-nha List Working Group
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Appendices
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2024 Crime Cases 
by Location
Location Cases

Albury 294

Armidale 354

Ballina 182

Bankstown 11

Batemans Bay 114

Bathurst 220

Bega 34

Blacktown 4

Blayney 2

Boggabilla 13

Bourke 305

Brewarrina 90

Broadmeadow 1,877

Broken Hill 134

Burwood 8

Byron Bay 25

Campbelltown 1,646

Casino 157

Cessnock 347

Cobar 24

Coffs Harbour 527

Condobolin 33

Cooma 27

Coonabarabran 25

Coonamble 81

Cootamundra 36

Corowa 12

Cowra 77

Deniliquin 92

Dubbo 1,246

East Maitland 475

Eden 19
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Location Cases

Fairfield 4

Finley 5

Forbes 40

Forster 150

Gilgandra 6

Glen Innes 63

Gosford 3

Goulburn 74

Grafton 371

Griffith 200

Gundagai 3

Gunnedah 113

Hay 12

Holbrook 5

Inverell 263

Katoomba 52

Kempsey 294

Kurri Kurri 1

Lake Cargelligo 40

Leeton 34

Lightning Ridge 55

Lismore 558

Lithgow 64

Liverpool 7

Macksville 49

Maclean 7

Maitland 7

Manly 3

Milton 14

Moama 12

Moree 428

Moruya 27

Moss Vale 37

Mt Druitt 35

Mudgee 49

Mullumbimby 2

Mungindi 2

Murwillumbah 5
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Location Cases

Muswellbrook 140

Narooma 18

Narrabri 91

Narrandera 19

Narromine 17

Newcastle 14

Nowra 303

Nyngan 22

Orange 613

Parkes 68

Parramatta 6,781

Penrith 6

Picton 2

Port Kembla 988

Port Macquarie 369

Queanbeyan 151

Quirindi 8

Raymond Terrace 254

Rylstone 2

Scone 2

Singleton 60

Surry Hills 3,348

Sutherland 697

Sydney Downing Centre 4

Tamworth 949

Taree 531

Temora 29

Tenterfield 19

Toronto 2

Tumbarumba 2

Tumut 26

Tweed Heads 238

Wagga Wagga 496

Walcha 4

Walgett 183

Warren 10

Wee Waa 10

Wellington 92
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Location Cases

Wentworth 28

West Wyalong 11

Wilcannia 28

Windsor 98

Wollongong 7

Woy Woy 1,167

Wyong 652

Yass 10

Young 55

Note: Count by case. A case is counted more than once when transferred/adjourned from one court location to 
another.
Data includes all offence data and application proceedings and may include some cases for young people dealt with 
by the Local Court for traffic offences pursuant to s210 of the Criminal Procedure Act 1986.
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2024 Care 
Proceedings by 
Location
Location Proceedings

Albury 30

Armidale 25

Ballina 4

Batemans Bay 9

Bathurst 27

Bega 5

Broadmeadow 176

Broken Hill 3

Byron Bay 2

Campbelltown 190

Cessnock 10

Coffs Harbour 11

Cooma 3

Cootamundra 12

Cowra 7

Dubbo 24

East Maitland 41

Goulburn 14

Grafton 17

Griffith 21

Gunnedah 8

Inverell 3

Kempsey 20

Lismore 38

Lithgow 18

Moree 3

Mudgee 2

Muswellbrook 1

Narrabri 4
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Location Proceedings

Nowra 45

Orange 14

Parkes 1

Parramatta 397

Port Kembla 124

Port Macquarie 25

Queanbeyan 12

Surry Hills 199

Tamworth 29

Taree 23

Tweed Heads 26

Wagga Wagga 48

Woy Woy 89

TOTAL 1,760

Note: Care data captures the number of lodgements (s61, s90 and s91B(a)) by child per location.
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Children's Court 
Committees
Children’s Court Advisory Committee 

Her Honour Judge Nell Skinner, President of 
the Children’s Court NSW

His Honour Magistrate Michael Crompton, 
Children’s Magistrate, Children’s Court NSW

Her Honour Magistrate Tracy Sheedy, 
Children’s Magistrate, Children’s Court NSW

Ms Golnaz Mojtahedi, Senior Children’s 
Registrar, Children’s Court NSW

Ms Sue Foley, Director, Children’s Court Clinic

Ms Alexandra Colquhoun, Legal Aid NSW

Ms Louise Coady, Aboriginal Legal Service NSW

Mr James Clifford, Aboriginal Legal 
Service NSW

Superintendent Duane Carey, NSW Police

Ms Katy Wood, NSW Department of 
Communities and Justice 

Ms Rachael Ward, NSW Department of 
Communities and Justice 

Mr Paul O’Reilly, Youth Justice 

Ms Sarah Hargans, Department of 
Education NSW

Mr Mark Anderson, Bar Association 

Ms Jennifer Wong, Law Society Representative 

Professor Judith Cashmore, 
Community Representative

Dr Phil Lambert, Community Representative

Mr Bryce Groves, Young Person Representative

Mr Ronald Frankham, Legal Aid NSW

Children’s Court 
Education Committee 

Her Honour Judge Nell Skinner, President of 
the Children’s Court NSW

His Honour Magistrate David Williams, 
Children’s Magistrate, Children’s Court NSW

His Honour Magistrate Richard Funston, 
Children’s Magistrate, Children’s Court NSW

Her Honour Magistrate Tracy Sheedy, 
Children’s Magistrate, Children’s Court NSW

Ms Rosemary Davidson, Executive Officer, 
Children’s Court NSW

Mr Simon Moore, Acting Executive Officer, 
Children’s Court NSW

Ms Golnaz Mojtahedi, Senior Children’s 
Registrar, Children’s Court NSW

Jessica MacCulloch, Senior Project Officer, 
Children’s Court NSW

Ms Catherine Kenny, Judicial Commission 
of NSW 

Ms Penelope Howson, Judicial Commission 
of NSW 

Ms Sarah Collins, Judicial Commission of NSW   
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Children’s Law News Editorial 
Committee 

His Honour Magistrate Albert Sbrizzi, 
Children’s Magistrate, Children’s Court NSW

His Honour Magistrate Paul Hayes, Children’s 
Magistrate, Children’s Court NSW

Ms Golnaz Mojtahedi, Senior Children’s 
Registrar, Children’s Court NSW

Ms Rachael Ward, NSW Department of 
Communities and Justice 

Ms Louise Coady, Aboriginal Legal 
Service NSW 

Mr James Clifford, Aboriginal Legal 
Service NSW 

Ms Katie Kelso, Legal Aid NSW

Mr Ronald Frankham, Legal Aid NSW

Ms Claudia Cejas, Legal Aid NSW

Mr Robert McLachlan, Solicitor  

Children’s Court Publications 
Committee

Her Honour Magistrate Nicole Ford, Children’s 
Magistrate, Children’s Court NSW

His Honour Magistrate Albert Sbrizzi, 
Children’s Magistrate, Children’s Court NSW

His Honour Magistrate Paul Hayes, Children’s 
Magistrate, Children’s Court NSW

Children’s Court Care Working Party 

Her Honour Judge Nell Skinner, President of 
the Children’s Court NSW

Ms Rosemary Davidson, Executive Officer, 
Children’s Court NSW

Mr Simon Moore, Acting Executive Officer, 
Children’s Court of NSW

Mr James Hogan, Registrar, Children’s 
Court NSW

Ms Golnaz Mojtahedi, Senior Children’s 
Registrar, Children’s Court NSW

Ms Sue Foley, Director, Children’s Court Clinic 

Ms Louise Coady, Aboriginal Legal 
Service NSW

Ms Julianna Demetrius, Association of 
Children’s Welfare Agencies

Ms Leanne Wells, Care and Protection Lawyers 
Association

Ms Sarah Marland, Community Legal 
Centres NSW

Mr Nick Mitrevski, Crown Solicitor’s Office

Ms Joanna Mooney, Crown Solicitor’s Office

Ms Rachael Ward, NSW Department of 
Communities and Justice 

Ms Jennifer Wong, Law Society representative 

Ms Katie Kelso, Legal Aid NSW 

Ms Kerri Phillips, Legal Aid NSW
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Youth Koori Court Working Party 

Her Honour Magistrate Sue Duncombe, 
Children’s Magistrate, Children’s Court NSW

His Honour Magistrate Paul Hayes, Children’s 
Magistrate, Children’s Court NSW

Her Honour Magistrate Louise McManus, 
Children’s Magistrate, Children’s Court NSW

His Honour Magistrate Michael Crompton, 
Children’s Magistrate, Children’s Court NSW

Ms Rosemary Davidson, Executive Officer 
Children’s Court NSW 

Mr Simon Moore, Acting Executive Officer 
Children's Court NSW

Ms Jessica MacCulloch, Senior Project Officer, 
Children’s Court NSW

Mr James Hogan, Registrar, Children’s 
Court NSW

Ms Elaine Coleman, Registrar, Children’s 
Court NSW

Ms Alicia Dance, YKC Liaison Officer, Children’s 
Court NSW

Mr James Clifford, Aboriginal Legal 
Service NSW

Ms Zilla Gillies, Aboriginal Legal Service NSW

Ms Carmen Just, Aboriginal Legal Service NSW 

Ms Sarah Fenwick, Aboriginal Legal 
Service NSW 

Ms Dianna Newman, Aboriginal Services Unit 

Ms Kylie Merritt, Aboriginal Services Unit

Ms Nikki Hall, Aboriginal Services Unit

Ms Alison Edwards, Department of 
Education NSW 

Mr David Merrick, Department of 
Education NSW 

Ms Bobby-Ann Trindall, Department of 
Education NSW 

Ms Trisha Lloyd, Justice Health

Matthew Tempest, Justice Health

Ms Rhiannon O’Donoghue, Legal Aid NSW

Sergeant Peter Mort, NSW Police 

Sergeant Jay Hong, NSW Police

Ms Marcelle Jordan, Youth Justice NSW 

Ms Amy Simon, Youth Justice NSW

Mr Michael Hodges, Youth Justice NSW

Ms Mia Hannah-Lester, Youth Justice NSW

Aunty Pat Field, Community Representative

Aunty Glendra Stubbs, Community 
Representative  
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Winha-nga-nha List Working Group

Her Honour Magistrate Sue Duncombe, 
Children’s Magistrate, Children’s Court NSW

His Honour Magistrate Richard Funston, 
Children’s Magistrate, Children’s Court NSW

Her Honour Magistrate Keisha Hopgood, 
Children’s Magistrate, Children’s Court NSW

Ms Rosemary Davidson, Executive Officer, 
Children’s Court NSW 

Mr Simon Moore, Acting Executive Officer, 
Children’s Court NSW 

Mr Christopher Steptoe, Acting Executive 
Officer, Children’s Court NSW 

Ms Brooke Bowman, Children’s Registrar, 
Children’s Court NSW

Ms Mary Gleeson, Children’s Registrar, 
Children’s Court NSW

Ms Jessica MacCulloch, Senior Project Officer, 
Children’s Court NSW

Ms Linda Cusack, Registrar, Dubbo Local Court

Ms Anisa Duggan, Deputy Registrar, Dubbo 
Local Court

Ms Dale Bonham, Winha-nga-nha List Liaison 
Officer, Dubbo Local Court

Ms Vanessa Sakal, Senior Policy Officer, 
Strategy Planning & Engagement, 
Court Services

Ms Edwina Crawford, Aboriginal Services Unit

Ms Dianna Newman, Aboriginal Services Unit

Ms Louise Coady, Aboriginal Legal Service

Ms Caitlin Gooden, Aboriginal Legal Service

Mr David Menser, Department of Communities 
and Justice

Ms Deahne Heath, Department of Communities 
and Justice

Ms Kristy Tansey, Department of Communities 
and Justice

Mr Paul Thomas, Department of Communities 
and Justice

Mr Vaughn Higson, Department of 
Communities and Justice

Ms Amy Biele, Department of Communities 
and Justice

Ms Rowena Medland, Legal Aid

Ms Bianca Dufty, Legal Aid

Ms Kerri Phillips, Law Society representative

Ms Jennifer Wong, Law Society representative

Mr Jake Fing, Law Society representative

Mr Robert McLachlan, Private 
Panel Practitioner

Ms Neisha Shepherd, Private 
Panel Practitioner

Aunty Deb Swan, Community representative  
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